
...... . . -, -, 
F.:EGION SITE NUMBER (to be•-

OEPA POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE •lined by Hq) 

IDENTIFICATION AND PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ifx05l,/L/ 
HOT!: Thi■ form i■ completed far each potential hazardou■ waste site to help set priorities for site inspection. The information 
submitted on thi■ form i■ ba■ed on available record■ and may be updated on subsequent forms as a result of additional inquiriea 
and on4lte inspection■• 

GIM!RAL IMSTRUCTIOMS: Complete Section■ I and m throuah X •• completely aa possible before Section II (Preliminary 
A■■e■ement). ·Pile thi■ form in the Reponal Hazardou■ Waste Lo1 File and submit a copy to: U.S. Environmental Protection 
A1eocy; Site Tracklnc Sy■tem; Huardoua Wawte Enforcement Task Force (EN•335); 401 M St., SW; Washiniiton, DC 20460. 

I. SITE IDENTIFICATION -A, SITE NAME B. STREET:(or other identifier) 

Phelps Dodge Copper Comoany P.O. Box 20200 (Hawkins Blvd.) 
C, CITY D,STATE I E, ZIP CODE F, COUNTY NAME 

El Paso Texas 79998 El Paso 
G. OWN ER/OP.ERA TOR (If Jeno""') 

1. NAMI[ I \T;~;7H;;~;U3M;~R Phelps Dodge Copper Company 
H. TYPE OF OWNERSHIP 

o,. FEDERAL Oz. STATE 03. COUNTY ~4 MUN!CI PAL (x]s PRIVATE '.~ 6 UNKNOW'! 

I. SITE DESCRIPTION 

Unlined earthen lagoon containing soent acid, co,pper , rolling mill cooling 
w.::it-Pr w.::iv ~nlution. hvnr.:=rnl i r. nil ;,nn lnhp r.i l 

J, HOW IDEN Tl FIED (l. o,. cltl:un'• comp/elms, OSHA. citations, e tc ,) K, DATE IDENTIFIED 

Texas Department of Water Resources compliance 
(mo. , day, de yr.) 

survey b-l<l--()'i 
L. PRINCIPAL STATE CONTACT 

1, NAME 

I 2. ~E~;~H;;;:~M68~; 
Robert L. Bradshaw 

II.I PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ( complete chi s section last) 
A. APPARENT SERIOUSNESS OF PROBLEM '7;kl)oy·J7t~cr·r tYr 01. HIGH Oz. MEDIUM IX]3. LOW 04 NONE c:Js UNKNOWN 

,P,,v(!c./1:s, i)C)f)~ Cc)7'/U //2J:f) Co 
e. RECOMMENDATION 

0 I. NO ACTION NEEDED (no h•,._d) ["'; 2, IMME DIA T E SITE I NSPECTI O N NEEDED 
a . TEN T AT' V E.LY S CHEDULE D F'OR : 

CJ J. SITE INSPECTION N~J;'.01;:D 
a. TENTATIV._1..~ SCHEDULED l"O": b. WI LL BE PER F ORMED ev : 

b. WILi.. Ill[ IOl["'"O"MltO ev, I ~ 4. SITE INSPECTION NEEDED (low pri ority) 

C. PREPARER INFORMATION 

I. NAME I 2.
9
T;~7;;~~;u;;;R , 3. ~ ~ ,o~dfor,) 

Robert L. Bradshaw 
III. SITE INFORMATION 

A . SITE STATUS m I. \ACTIVE (Tho .. lnd,,.a-1•1 or Q 2. INACTIVE (ThoH Q 3 . 0 TH ER ( • pecify;: 
municipal •lte• which ar• b•lnQ u••d •• which no Zon,ier receive ( oee tt ites that include such incident, Ilk• ' ' midnlQht ciutnplnQ" •h•r• 
tor •••t• t:Nietm.-nt, •tor•••• or dlepo••I ,.. .. , ... ) no reaular or c ontinuinQ u.,e o f the s ite for w •.9t• dJ.,poa•J ha• occurred,) 

on a COflUnulnQ lM!ele, ••en It 1/ntr•-
qventlr, ) . 

8. IS GENERATOR ON SITE? St J Pf:R i-:-1 /1\., r,: ,- I; 

□ 1. NO [ZJ 2. YES (•pecl/y aonerato r' s lour- digit SIC Cod e ): 
3351 

f: i:-o n, ·'i ·1111"1 • , . 

C . AREA OF SITE ( In •cr■•J D, IF APPARENT SE !'I IO U SNESS OF SIT E IS H IGH, SP EC IFY COOR DINATES 
~ ,_ 1- V IJJ~) 

Plant site 25 acre:: 1. LATITUDE (de/j,-mln,-aec,J I 2 . L O N GI T U O E (d e,z,-m ln ,-~ec,) 
-

Lagoon - 0.5 a cre ! HE09GAi'JlhJ 

E, ARI!: THERE SUILOINGS ON THI!: SITE7 

01,NO rn 2.., YES (,p•cltr) : Office , copper cas ting building , rod mi l l b uilding . 

T2070-2 (1 0-79) 



Continued From Front 

. CHAR"ACT!RIZATION 01' SIT! ACTIVIT\ ::J . 
Indicate the major site actlvity(le■) and detail• relatlna: to each activity by m■rkln1 'X' In th• appropriate box••• 

, X, X X • X, - A, TRANSPORTl!!:R - B. STOIUR - C. TRl!!:ATl!!:R - O. OIS~OSl!!:R 

1, RA I L 1. PILI: , . .. IL TOIA TION I, LAN0 .. ILL 

2. SHIP 2' SU'-F'ACI: IMPOUNOMl!NT 2 , INC IN 11:ot A TION 2. LANO .. AOIM 

3 , 9ARGE 3, OOIUMI 3, IIOLUMI: otl:OUC T I ON :,. OPl:N 0UMII' 

.. TRUCK ,. TANK, A 90\IE GOIOUNO ,. RI[ CY CL I NG/ot 11:C 01111:ot Y X . ' suot .. ACE IMPOUNOMl:NT 

X 5, PIPELINE 8 , TANK. 911:LOW GROUNO 8. CHl[M./PHYS. Totl[ATMIENT 8, M10NICiHT 0UMPING 

- -
e . O THEOI ( • p•cily): e. OTHl:ot (ap•clfy) : e. B IOLOGICAL TOll[ATMENT e. INC INl[OIAT ION - - 7. WASTIE OIL R~P.-.OCCSSINQ 17 . UNOCAGAOUNO INJECTION 

S . SOL\ll!NT otl!COlll[OIY •. OTHIEOI ( •P•clly): 

X ~- OTHl[ot ( •p•clly): - None 

E. SPEC I FY DETAILS OF SITE ACTIVITIES AS Nl!:EOED 

V. WASTE RELATED INFORMATION 
A. WASTE TYPE 

'.::::] 1 UNKNOWN [Zj 2. L I QUID 03. SOLIO 04. SLUDGE 0 5- GAS 

B. WASTE CHA.RACTERISTICS 

CJ 1 UNKNOWN [192. CORROSIVE 03. IGNITABLE 04 RADIOACTIVE 05 HIGHLY VOLATILE 

LJ6 TOXIC Q"g7 REACTIVE De INERT 09 FLAMMABLE 

::x) 10. 0TH ER ( spe c ify) : Heavv Metals (Copoe r) 
C . WASTE CATEGORIES 

I. Are rec o rd a o f waatc■ ava ilable ? Specify ltema such a1 menife ■ t■, inventorie■, etc. below. 

Provided by company from plant record s. 

2. E s timate the amount(specify unit of measure)o{ waste by category; mark 'X' to indicate which wastes are present. 

a . S LUDGE b. OIL c. SOLVENTS d. CHEMICALS e . SOL I DS f. OTHER 

A M OU NT AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT 

3 0 1 4 ,400 8 64 0 

UNIT OF MEASURE UN I T OF MEASUR E UNIT OF MEASURE UNIT OF MEASURE UNIT OF MEAS U RE UNIT OF MEASURE 

Gallons/Mont1 ;allons/Da y Gallons/ Day 

X' 1 11 PAI N T , X ' { 1) OILY 'X' {1 ) H A LOCENATEO 'X' 'X ' X ' 
f1 I ~~!~~: ~~~ ~ . - - - - { 1 1 ACI O S - I IIFLYASH -

P I GMENTS X 
WASTES SOLVENTS 

'x 

12 1 METAL5 - 121 OT HER( speci/y): ( 2) NON·HALOGNTO (21 P I CKLING 12 1 ASBESTOS 12 1 HOSPI T AL 

I S L U OG ES SOLVEN T S LIQUORS 

<3 1 P O T W 
_ (31 0 TH E R ( opeci/y): ( 31CAU5TIC5 

: 3 1 M I L L I NC/ \ J I RAOI O A C T IV E 
MINE T A I L ! ,.4G5 

( 4 )A L UMI NUM ( .. I PESTIC IO E5 
f F ERRO U S l .a J t,.11 U NIC IPAL 

SLUO G E 
41 S M L TC. W ASTE S 

_ ( 5 ) O THE R (.tpec ify): ' 8 1 D Y ES/ INKS , ,, ~i~~~~'!'!~~ ~s ~ ( 8 10THER ( •p•clly): 

(SI O THER ( Spec1/y): 

(61 CYANIOE - Copper r o lli l g 
mill cooling 

( 71 PHENOLS wate r. 

( 81 HALOG E NS 

(~)PC B 

X ( I OI ME T AL S 

_ ( 1 l ) OTHER (apoci/ y ) 

F PA Form T 207 0•2 (1 0 •79) PAGE 2 OF 4 C ontinue On Page 3 



.; ,1/im.rad From P11ga 2 --
V. WASTE RELATED INFORMATION (c ontinued1 

3. LIST SUBSTANCES OF GREATEST CONCERN WHICH MAY BE ON THE SITE (placo i n d .. condin~ order of hazard) , 

Spent acid solution containing copper. 

-4. ADDITIO NAL COMMENTS OR NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF SITUATION KNOWN OR REPOR TED TO EX IST AT THE SITE, 

Water b a lance on lagoon indicates seepage l osses of 6.9 million gallons 
per year. General ground water conditions and geological information of 
the area are favorable for ground water contamination from continued opera i.01 

VI. HAZARD DESCRIPTION 
B. c. 

I PO TEN· D.DA TEOF 

A. TYPE OF HAZARD TIAL 
ALLEGED INCIDENT E , R EMARKS 

HAZARD INCIDENT (mo,, day,yr.) 
(mark 'X') 

(mark 'X') I 

I, NO HAZARD 

2. HUMAN HEALTH 

3 . NON·WORKER 
INJU RY/EXPO SURE 

.. WORKER INJURY 

~ CONTAMINATION 
. OF WA TER SUPPLY 

0 . 
CONTAMINATION 
O F FOOO CHAIN 

?. CONTAMINAT I ON 
OF GROUND WATER 

i 8 

CONTAMINATION 
O F 5URFACE WATER 

[ 
Q AM A<;E TO r- s:'LORAIFAU NA 

r··-

I·) 
., 

FISH KILL 

i.-. ~ ~NTAMINAT:QN ! 
l 0::- A.1R 

[~-=TI CEABLE ODORS 

1,, CONTAM I NA7 : 0N OF S O IL I 
14. PROPER TY DAM A GE 

1 ~ . F IRE OR EXPLOS IO N 

I 0 
SPIL L S/LEAKING CONTAINER5/ 
l=:IUNOF F/STA.NOING LIQUIDS 

I' 
SEl"iER . STORM 
":>R AIN P ROBLEMS 

i 1 ' 
E ~OSlQN PROBLEMS I I , ,. 
' '-IA CEOU ATE SECUR ITY I I 

1 I 

1 

I 
I 4 . :- l N C·:'.l M P ... TIB LE WASTE ~ 

I , - · 

L , M10NIGHT DUMPING I I 
i·- . V"':'"....., ER { 8 pr,cify): ;i . ~ . See Site Description ·x 
I page attached . 
I 

t ·- ··--
PAGE 3 O F 4 Continue On Reverse 



Continued From Front 
' ,. 

VII. PERMIT IHFORMATlOH ' .. 
"'· INDICATE ALL APPLICABLE PERMITS HELD BY THE SITE. . 

: I NPDES PERMIT 0 2 SPCC PLAN 0 3. STATE PERM I T ( spe c 1/yJ· So]jd Wa:ate ~egistraH on 
- ' 0 06. 4. AIR PERMITS 5 LOCAL PERM I T RCRA TRANSPORTER No . 30825 

. . : 7 R CRA STORER 0 8 RCRA TREATER 09 RCRA DISPOSER 

- , 
10. OTHER ( spec i fy) : 

-·-
B. I N COMPLIANCE? 

.. 
[xj 2. NO .-, 3 1. YE S U NKNOWN _, 

I 

4 WI TH RESPECT TO (Jht rtJQul•tion namo & numbor) : TDWR Rule No. 156.22.01.006 

; VJII. PAST REGlfLATORY ACTIONS 
·-· 

I A, N ONE ~ 8. YES (s umm1u1zo below) 

A letter was sent to oermittee on December 20, 1979, requesting specific 
information within 60 days. No response to date (05-07-80). 

... 
IX. INSPECTION ACTIVITY roast or o n-Roin<ll 

,\ NONE ~B YES (cnm pleto itom3 1.2.J. & .S belo w) 

2 o •TE OF J PERFORMED 
I TYPE OF' ACT'V'TY P AST ACT IO N av· 4 . D E5 C R I P T I ON 

I 
(mo • • dtty, & yr.) ( E PAI Stnto) 

Compliance Survey Aug.l,'77 State 
I --- · 

Compliance Survey May 5, '78 State 

t-

Compliance Survey June 14, ~ ::itate 
Follow-up Sept 25, ' 19 

X. REMEDIAL ACTIVITY (pas t o r o n-goin(J) 

! ~ . NONE ii 8 . YES (c omplc,ce i tom.1 1, i. 3 , & ,t b elow) 
! 
1 2.0ATE O F' ), PERFOR M ED .. -,, 
I l. TYPE O F' ACTIVITY P A S T ACTION av· 4. DESCR IP T ION 

(mo., d oy, & y r, ) ( E P A / St11te) 

. ·- . 

· -- ··· 

I 

\CJTE : Based on the information in Sections III through X, fill out the Preliminary Assessment (Section ll) 

information on the first page of this form. 

E PA Form T207 0- 2 {10-79 ) PAGE 4 OF 4 



SITE DESCRIPTION 

Make additional comments or narrative description of situation knm·m or reported to 
exist at the site based on file review. Include dates and description of any incidents 
documented in file. 

The Phelps Dodge Copper Products Company (correct name) located in El Paso 
generates wastes which include a spent acid solution containing copper from 
copper rod pickling, rolling mill cooling water from the processing copper 
and rolling unit and melting and casing unit, hydraulic and lube oil spillage, 
and a processing wax solution. All these are piped to an on-site, unlined, 
earthen lagoon at a total flow rate of 16 gpm, 24-hrs. per day, 365 days per 
year. The lagoon measures 200 1 X l00 1 X 4 1

• Based on Texas Water Development 
Board Report 64, the net reservoir evaporation rate for the El Paso area is 
6.09 ft./yr. A water balance performed on the pond indicates seepage losses 
of 6.9 million gallons per year. In addition, general ground water conditions 
and geological information of the area are favorable for the ground.water 
contamination from continued operation of the lagoon. 
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